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Check List:    

• Passage #1:  Analyzing Visual Text Using Margaret Bourke White’s Photograph Entitled “The Louisville 
Flood” (25 points) 

• Passage #2:  Analyzing Visual Text Using Vintage Advertisements (25 points) 
• Read Why We Can’t Wait –any addition is acceptable – by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  

• Annotations throughout book (25 points) 
• Rhetorical Strategies Chart 25 points) 

• Complete assignment for Read Thank You for Arguing, Revised and Updated Edition © 2013 by Jay 
Heinrichs 

o Annotating texts (25 points) 
o Summaries & learning statements (25 points) 
o Rhetorical vocabulary terms (25 points) 

 
WARNING: Study guides have been prepared for some of the novels above. Any plagiarism from study guides,                 
websites or other resources will result in a “0” for the grade, as well as disciplinary punishment. Learn now to                    
develop the intellectual skills to analyze independently. 
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What to Do:  
 
1.   Study the photographs and thoughtfully and completely address the questions.  
 
2.   In addition, respond to the questions using my template available for download at: 
drrobinsonismyenglishteacher@edublogs.org.  

∞ You will turn in the answers to these questions under the assignment titled “RESPONSES TO AP 
English Language and Composition Summer Reading Packet” on www.turnitin.com by Monday, 
August 22, 2016 at 12:01am.  

 
3.  You also need to read two books and be prepared to have a quiz on these books plus the texts in this 
packet on your first day of class.  The books you need to read are: 

∞ Why We Can’t Wait by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  
∞ Thank You for Arguing, Revised and Updated Edition by Jay Heinrichs (The revised and updated edition’s 

copyright is 2013.  Obtaining the 2007 version will not ready you.) 
 

4.  Complete your work independently! 
 
5.  Give yourself plenty of time to complete this assignment! 
 
Remember: It is not necessary to purchase supplementary materials (i.e., Cliff’s Notes). In fact, it is a waste of 
money. You cannot succeed in this class, nor can you pass the AP English Language exam by reading 
summaries of the plot lines of the literary and nonfiction works. These simplistic summaries will not help you 
identify purpose or analyze the ways in which the author creates meaning.  

 
Instructions for Submitting Papers to www.turnitin.com: 
 
Note: The process for submitting assignments via www.turnitin.com will be updated before the summer is 
out. Please check back prior to your first day of class. 
 
You can submit papers via Google Docs, Open Office, or any version of Word.  
 
If you have any questions about the assignment, please contact:  

Mr. Bowen: Scott.Bowen@ocps.net 
Dr. Robinson: Keisha.Robinson@ocps.net  

o Website: DrRobinsonIsMyEnglishTeacher@edublogs.org 
 

***Please be aware that ideally you should turn in your responses by the time your class starts since 
you will have questions on your quiz on this assignment.*** 
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Passage #1:  Analyzing Visual Text Using Margaret Bourke White’s Photograph Entitled “The Louisville 
Flood” 
 
Background of Photograph:  This photograph was taken in 1937.  It is a gelatin silver print mounted on board, 
originally 9 11/16 X 13 3/8 in. 
 

 
 
Directions:  After studying the photograph above, answer the following questions.  
 
1.  Find other work this photographer has done by searching for her work online.   What else has she done 
that is significant?  Is this image like the author’s other work or is it different?  What accounts for the 
difference?  Note:  Credit the source of where you found your information by doing the following after you 
answer the question—(Source:  website name).  Keep in mind that you should not use a blog or Wikipedia, but 
a credible academic source.  Also keep in mind to always credit the sources where you find information in 
a college-level class. 
 
2. What are the larger historical, political, social, cultural, and economic contexts of this image? 
 
3. Is this a serious or comic image?  How do you know? 
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4. What does the image remind you of?  Have you seen anything like it somewhere else?  Where?  How is this 
image similar to those others?  How does it differ? 
 
5. Does the image include words or a caption?  How are those words used?  Do they simply identify the 
image?  Are they part of the image?  What do they contribute to the overall meaning? 
 
6. What is your first response after viewing this image? 
 
7. What is juxtaposed in this image?  Explain the use of juxtaposition and its effect. 
 
8. How is the image arranged in the visual space? What effect does this arrangement have on the way you 
read this image? 
 
9. What strikes you as important, interesting, and/or emotionally moving in the image?  
 
10. Can you identify elements of the image that could be seen as symbolic? 
 

 
Passage #2:  Analyzing Visual Text Using Vintage Advertisements 
Directions:   Look over the following two advertisements.  (One is a Camel cigarette ad from the 1950s; the 
other is an ad for Total cereal 
from the 1970s—and no these are 
not made up!)  Answer the 
questions that follow on these 
advertisements. 
 
1.  After looking over Camel’s 
cigarette ad, what is your overall 
impression?  Explain. 
 
 
 
2.  Pick out at least three words or 
phrases that stand out as ironic 
to you as a person living in the 
21st century.  
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1.  After looking over the ad for Total cereal, what is your overall impression? Explain. 
 
 
2. Pick out at least three words or phrases that stand out as ironic to you as a person living in the 21st century. 
What assumptions about women are represented in this advertisement?  
  

 

AP ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION, SUMMER ‘16  5 

 



Assignments for Summer Reading Books: 
 
Directions:  This assignment provides you with an overview to keep you on track as you complete your 
summer reading books.  You should be aware that the summer reading quiz will be detailed and analytical in 
nature, so your annotations should assist you in building up for that quiz.  You should also be aware that we 
will spend much of the 1st Quarter discussing these books, so please ensure you are annotating as you read. 
 

Annotation Assignment for Why We Can’t Wait & Thank You for Arguing 
 
For the sake of standardization of annotating for class and for grading purposes, your notes should follow this 
format: 
 

1. Inside Front Cover/First Page: List rhetorical strategies you find and add page numbers and notes of 
where the strategies are found. 

2. Bottom and Side Page Margins: Interpretive notes, questions, and/or remarks that refer to meaning 
of the page. Markings or notes to tie in with information on the inside cover. 

3. Top Margins*: Main Idea notes -- a quick few words or phrases which summarize what happens 
here (useful for quick location of passages in discussion and for writing assignments). 

4. At the end of each chapter, write a brief summary of the essay. This does not have to be long or 
greatly detailed, but should include all relevant ideas. This practice will help you solidify your 
understanding of a passage in just a few of your own words. 

5. Vocabulary/unusual diction: Within the text of the work, circle words that are unfamiliar to you or 
whose use strikes you as unusual or inventive. Look up words that seem essential to an understanding 
of the meaning or the sense of the author. If it helps to do so, jot a brief definition or synonym nearby. 

6. Underline or highlight powerful phrases or sentences from the essays. You can use brackets for 
paragraphs or excerpts that are too long to underline. 

7. Add numbers of other pages in the margin in order to indicate where else in the work the author 
made arguments relevant to the point marked, connecting ideas that appear throughout the entire 
book. 

 
 
Marking and Note-taking Tips: 

1. Use one color ink to do initial marking while reading; then go back with another color or colors to 
mark more thoroughly once you have finished a larger section, have had time to think about it and 
are able to see development of images, etc. more clearly. 
2. At chapter or section ends, stop to index page numbers on your front cover list of rhetorical 
strategies. 
3. Do underlining as you read and side margin notes as you finish a page or two. 
4. Add to side margin notes during class discussion also. 
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From How to Read a Book (Mortimer Adler & Charles Van Doren) 
 
If you have the habit of asking a book questions as you read, you are a better reader than if you do not. But merely asking questions is 
not enough. You have to try to answer them. And although that could be done, theoretically, in your mind only, it is easier to do it with 
a pen in your hand. The pen then becomes the sign of your alertness while you read. 
 
When you buy a book, you establish a property right in it, just as you do in clothes or furniture when you buy and pay for them. But 
the act of purchase is actually only the prelude to possession in the case of a book. Full ownership of a book only comes when you have 
made it a part of yourself, and the best way to make yourself a part of it -- which comes to the same thing -- is by writing in it. Why is 
marking a book indispensable to reading it? 
 

First, it keeps you awake -- not merely conscious, but wide awake. 
Second, reading, if it is active, is thinking, and thinking tends to express itself in words, spoken or written. The person who 
says he knows what he thinks but cannot express it usually does not know what he thinks. 
Third, writing your reactions down helps you to remember the thoughts of the author. 

 
For this course and for these reasons among others, you will be asked to annotate not only Why We Can’t Wait and Thank You for Arguing, 
but also some shorter pieces that we study in class. 
 
Note 1: It is perfectly okay to add to your markings (in fact, we encourage you to do so) while we discuss in class or after you finish the 
piece and are working on an essay, but the bulk of the job should be done in conjunction with your reading for class preparation. 
 
Note 2: If you find annotating while you read to be annoying and awkward, do it after you read. Go back after you’re finished reading, 
and then mark it carefully. You should be reading anything at least twice anyway, so this isn’t any less efficient than marking as you 
read and then rereading the material. 

 
Rhetorical Strategies Chart (Why We Can’t Wait) 
 
Choose five of the eight essays in Why We Can’t Wait and identify five rhetorical strategies that King uses.  
 
Create a four-column chart that lists: 

1. The name of the rhetorical strategy 
2. The quote and page number in which the strategy is used 
3. A brief explanation of how the quote demonstrates the strategy and 
4. A description of how the use of the strategy affects the meaning of the text. 

 
You may not use a rhetorical strategy more than once (5 essays X 5 strategies = 25 strategies). An example is provided below: 
 

Rhetorical Strategy Quote and Page Number How the Strategy is 
Demonstrated 

Effect on the Strategy on 
Meaning 

Allusion “Like Paul, I must constantly 
respond to the Macedonian 
call for aid.” (86) 

“Macedonian call” is a 
quotation by Paul from The 
Biblical Book of Acts in the New 
Testament. 

It serves to justify King’s 
presence in Birmingham as a 
“civil rights missionary.” 
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Thank You For Arguing:  What Artistotle, Lincoln, and Homer Simpson Can Teach Us about The Art of 
Persuasion  Summary and Learning Statements Assignment 
 
1.  For Chapter 1, write a one sentence summary of the chapter, then write one sentence about something you learned (or something 
you knew but find interesting) in that chapter. 

One Sentence Summary-  
One Sentence on What I Learned (or What I Find Interesting)- 

 
2. For Chapters 2-13 (on “Offense”), write five sentences summing up what the chapters cover, then write five details about something 
you learned (or something you knew but find interesting) in those chapters. 
 

Five Sentence Summary of Chapters 2-13- 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 

Five Details You Learned (or Something You Knew But Found Interesting): 
1. 
2 
3. 
4. 
5. 

 
3.  For Chapters 14-17 (on “Defense”), write five sentences summing up what the chapters cover, then write five details about 
something you learned (or something you knew but find interesting) in those chapters. 
 

Five Sentence Summary of Chapters 14-17- 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 

Five Details You Learned (or Something You Knew But Found Interesting): 
1. 
2 
3. 
4. 
5 

 
4.  For Chapters 18-24 (on “Advanced Offense”), write five sentences summing up what the chapters cover, then write five details about 
something you learned (or something you knew but find interesting) in those chapters. 
 

Five Sentence Summary of Chapters 18-24- 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 

Five Details You Learned (or Something You Knew But Found Interesting): 
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1. 
2 
3. 
4. 
5. 

 
5. For Chapters 25-28 (on “Advanced Agreement”), write five sentences summing up what the chapters cover, then write five details 
about something you learned in those chapters (or something you knew but find interesting) in those chapters. 
 

Five Sentence Summary of Chapters 25-28: 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 

Five Details You Learned (or Something You Knew But Found Interesting): 
1. 
2 
3. 
4. 
5. 

 
 
Rhetorical Vocabulary Terms 
Directions: Make a set of  flashcards or a glossary for the terms you don’t easily know in section A. Make a set 
of flashcards or a glossary for sections B and C using the stated sources for each section.  

 
A) You should be able to define the following vocabulary terms without the help of Thank You for Arguing 

or a dictionary. If you are unfamiliar with any of these terms you will want to study them until you are 
able to define (and identify) them on the spot. 

 
1. alliteration 7. genre 
2. allusion 8. mood 
3. clause 9. personification 
4. connotation 10. sentence structure 
5. diction 11. simile 
6. figure of speech 12. syntax 

 
B) Use Thank You for Arguing to define each term and give an example when applicable. 
 

1. ambiguity 6. deductive logic 11. inductive logic 16. onomatopoeia 21. rhetorical question 
2. analogy 7. denotation 12. irony 17. oxymoron 22. synecdoche 
3. anaphora 8. fallacy 13. metaphor 18. pun 23. tone 
4. anecdote 9. hyperbole 14. metonymy 19. rebuttal 24. voice 
5. antithesis 10. image 15. narrative 20. rhetoric 
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C) Define the following vocabulary terms with the help of a dictionary or online resource. Many terms will be 
addressed as you read Thank You for Arguing, but they may not be explicitly defined. 

1. antecedent  
2. aphorism 
3. apostrophe  
4. assonance  
5. conceit  
6. consonance  
7. diction 
8. epigraph 
9. euphemism  
10. exposition  
11. explication  
12. extended metaphor 
13. paradox 
14. parallel structure 
15. parody  
16. persona  
17. prose  
18. reiteration  
19. rhetorical mode  
20. sarcasm 
21. satire  
22. stylistic devices 
23. syllogism 
24. symbolism 
25. verisimilitude 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You’re finally finished! Woo hoo! Way to go!! 
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